
Saturday, October 18  

Halloween Dinner & 
Costume Contest

Salad, Pasta,  
Pot Roast, 

 Wine, Dessert, Coffee

5:30 pm 	Cocktails 
7 pm	 Dinner	

$33 members, $38 guests,  
$16 children ages 6-12 yrs

Make or cancel reservations by 6 pm on Oct. 13
Call 510-653-9716 or register online, thecolomboclub.org

House Chairman
After 12 years of dedicated service, Past President Tony Tedeschi will 
be stepping down as House Chairman at the end of this calendar year.  
The Colombo Club Board of Directors will interview Club Members 
interested in applying for the position and vote to appoint the new 
House Chairman.  The House Chairman is the day-to-day manager of 
the Club, responsible for supervising Club staff.  If you are interested 
in being considered for this position, then please contact Tony 
Ballestero, Chairman, at ballestero@protonmail.ch.  Thank You.

October 2025
Established 1920

Thursday, Oct 9 (Men Only) 
Thursday, Oct 23 (Co-ed)

Salad, Pasta a la Anna, 
Sausage & Peppers, Dessert, 
Wine & Coffee

Birthday 
         Dinners
Oct 9 and 23

5:30 pm Cocktails; 7:30 pm Dinner
$33 Members, $38 Guests

$16 Children 6–12 yrs
Reserve online or call (510) 653-9020

Press 1 to make reservations,  
press 1 for the 1st Birthday Dinner, or 

press 2 for the 2nd Birthday Dinner

Vol. XLV No. 10
The Colombo Club

5321 Claremont Avenue
Oakland, California 94618

www.TheColomboClub.com

24 Hour Reservation Lines:  
(510) 653-9020 or (510) 653-9716

FAX Line: (510) 653-9053

2025 Officers
	 Joe Ianora 	 President
	 Vince Fratangelo	 First Vice President
	 Mark Rezente	 Second Vice President
	 John DeRespini	 Corres. Secretary
	 Perry Vittoria	 Financial Secretary
	 Matthew Moran	 Treasurer
	 Marc Emeldi	 Sergeant-At-Arms

Board Members
	  Tony Ballestero	 2025-2030   Chair
	 Joe Guerrero	 2024-2026
	 John Mazibrook	 2024-2026
	  John Nardi	 2024-2026
	 Don Ceremello	 2024-2026
	 Dave Nardi	 2025-2027
	 Dino Rinetti	  2025-2027
	 Anthony Tedeschi 	 2023-2025
	 Mark Amaro	 2023-2025
	  Tom Gallinatti	 2023-2025
	 Nick Nicora 	 2023-2034
      	   Albert Traille 	 2025-2027
 	        Nicholas Bloisa	 2025-2027
 	 Rich Puppione	 2025	
Sunshine Chair, Gordon Bowman
	 gbowman999@yahoo.com

Birthday Dinners 
Thursday, Nov 6 (Men only)
Thursday, Nov 20 (Co-ed)
Menu: Salad, Risotto, Roast Beef, 

Dessert, Wine and Coffee

For reservations, please use the website
www.TheColomboClub.com
If you have trouble, call (510) 653-9020.
To cancel reservations call by 7 pm Sunday before 
the dinner. Use the same extensions, above, to 
cancel.

Children’s Christmas Party
Saturday, December 13
Complete the reservation form here for your 
family including your child or grandchild. 
Hurry! Reservation deadline is October 15.

Tuesday, November 18
Polls Open 5 pm - 7 pm
Cocktails 6 pm
Dinner 7 pm
Meeting follows

$30 Members Only

Tortellini Soup 

It’s almost time to vote! See page 3 for the ballot.

Call for reservations: (510) 653-9020. Press 1 to 
make reservations, then press 6 for Special Events

Election

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegtMlvMiLZqxEYQJ9mnTSr8shTwWeppEigQtBC4sDQENnqYA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegtMlvMiLZqxEYQJ9mnTSr8shTwWeppEigQtBC4sDQENnqYA/viewform


President’s Message
Ciao a Tutti! Fall is in full swing and so is the Colombo 
Club! October is always a busy month for the club with its 
ever-popular Sausage and Peppers Dinner menu. Please 
make sure to make your ONLINE reservations early for this 
event!

Additionally, we have our Halloween Party with fun and 
games for kids of all ages! Please make sure to come early 
as there will be many events to partake of prior to dinner…
and, a pinata after dinner!

I want to highlight three progressive changes for our Club:

Web Site – We now have a robust web presence! We 
encourage you to visit our newly revamped website. You 
can order meal tickets, pay dues, read the newsletter, sign up 
for events, and much, much more. www.thecolomboclub.
com 

Online Reservations – On-line reservations will be in full 
swing by November. We know change can be hard, so to 
that end we have a couple of events that will be on-line only 
to give you a chance to practice. The next opportunity to 
practice ordering tickets online will be October 9th. You will 
still be able to “call in” for these events; however, starting 
in November we want to encourage all of our members to 
make their reservations online. Please go to our website to 
check out the FAQ’s on how this will be handled.

QR Code for New Members – Do you have 
someone who would like to be a member? 
Have them scan the QR code at the club and 
fill out the application electronically or go to 
our website! (https://www.thecolomboclub.
com/membership/ )

On November 6th our newly appointed SF Consul General, 
Massimo Carnelos will be joining us for dinner! This is a 
great opportunity to hear from our new CG.

As always, if you’re considering volunteering at the Club, 
please see or email me! We are always looking for people 
to sell incentive tickets, tear tickets, hand out prizes. It’s a 
great way to become involved and only takes a little bit of 
time.

Ci Vediamo,

Giuseppe Ianora
jianora1@gmail.com

Women’s Auxiliary  
President’s Message 

It’s October, when things are winding down in our summer 
gardens and our fall seedlings are beginning to take off. It 
is also time to gear up for the holidays which kick off this 
month starting with Halloween. The Colombo Club Men are 
having a Co-Ed Halloween Dinner and Costume Contest on 
Saturday, October 18th. It will be fun for the kids with lots of 
decorations & Pignatte after dinner.   Make your reservations 
online or call (510) 653-9716. Please dress up, all ghouls and 
goblins are welcome.

Come celebrate your Italian Pride by attending the Italian 
Heritage Parade in San Francisco on October 12th. It is a 
lot of fun for everyone, also it’s the same day that the Blue 
Angels fly overhead & San Francisco’s Fleet Week. Then 
on the 19th, the I. A. F.  Coronation Dinner to celebrate 
and support the new 2025-2026 Court with Queen Guiliana 
Sorbi & Princesses Luciana Bagneschi, Emily Stenzler and 
Valentina Grazzini. It will be held at the Fratellanza Club. 
You are all invited as we all are members of the Italian 
American Federation (I.A.F.) 

At the Auxiliary meeting on October 15th, we will be 
introducing the candidates for the election in November. 

Buon compleanno alle nostre ragasse che festeggiano il 
compleanno di Ottobre.

The annual Polenta Dinner with games (Tombola and Cake 
Walk), chaired by Frances Bienati & Laurie Castell will be 
on November 8th. Please make your reservations early. This 
is our best-attended event. Don’t get left out. See flyer for 
details.

If you know a member who has been sick or hospitalized, 
please contact our Sick & Sunshine Ambassador: Elaine 
Kless at (925) 858-9245.

Goditi questo mese,

Renee M. Amaro
Colombo Club Auxiliary President
reneeamaro@comcast.net

https://www.thecolomboclub.com/membership/
https://www.thecolomboclub.com/membership/


News &  NotesNotes

Buon Compleanno!
David Guidotti
David Hanks
Matthew Hawk
Salvatore Inferrera
Mike Isola
Travis Jannisse
Joe Johal
Michael Long
Craig J. Lucchese
Baldassare Lucido
Mel Manes
Ralph Martin
Louis D. Mascola
Brandon Mascola
John Mazibrook
Eric McClaskey
Reuben McElligott
Michael McNeilly
Gregory Motta
David J. Nardi
Stephen Anthony Natale
Nick Nicosia
Larry Nuti
J. Corbin Pacheco
Michael Pandolfo
Gino F. Paoletti
Ron Pastrone

Scott Alstad
Tom Baldocchi, Jr.
Rocco Biale
Joseph Brignole
Stefan Brown
Scott James Cable
Daniel J. Cabral
John Camozzi
Allan Canestro
Ted Catanesi
Richard Caula
Dave Ceccanti
Chris Cormier
Michael John Cronin
Dennis Crudo
Michael Curtis
Brett Curtis
David Cutaia, Sr.
Kenneth M. DeCrosta, Jr.
William J. Delucchi
Charles B. Enea
Anthony Ferreira
Shawn R. Finato
David Fraioli
Louis Gervolino
Dennis Ghiggeri
Ronald J. Ghiglieri

Joseph Perillo
John Puccini
Daniel Radwan
Jeffrey Raimondi
David Rainero
Jon Re
David Rinetti
Leonard  R. Rocca
Jerry Rossi
Alex Rossi
Kris Sanford
Tim Sbranti
Jonathan Sciacqua
Joe Scornaienchi
David Scornaienchi
Gerry Shelley
Todd Silva
Tom Simonetti
Shawn Sobrero
Donato J. Stinghen
David Thornley
Vince Vera
Christopher Waldmann
Robert Wheeler
Brian A. Wiesendanger
William Zepplin

Incentive Program Donors
Thank you to these generous donors 
who contributed to our incentive 
program in September: Fredi Moehl, 
Joe Gennaro, Dino Rinetti, Michael 
Covione, Denis Martinez, Aaron 
Yang, Jerry Jennaro, James Bartha, 
Heffernan-Brignole Insurance, Danny 
Foster, Stefan Molnar, Tim Tomei, 
John Porras (Crown Wine & Spirits), 
Craig Jaber (Royal Auto Repair), 
Bryan Baptist, Michael Mittelbuscher. 

Ballestero Engineering
Civil Engineering - Construction Management

Land Surveying

Anthony P. Ballestero, PE, LS

P.O. Box 73	 (415) 794-9113
Novato, CA 94948	 ballestero@protonmail.ch

Bossola Scholarships
Applications for the Bossola 
Scholarship are available by sending an 
email request to Bossolascholarship@
gmail.com.

Colombo Club 2026 
Election for Officers and Board Members

POLLS Open at the Club

Thursday, October 9, 5:00 pm - 7:15 pm
Thursday, October 23, 5:00 pm - 7:15 pm
Tuesday, November 4, 5:00 pm - 7:15 pm
Tuesday, November 18, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Officers:  One-Year Terms
Vote for Seven

President: Joe Ianora
First Vice President: Vince Fratangelo
Second Vice President: Mark Rezente
Corresponding Secretary: John DeRespini
Financial Secretary: Perry Vittoria
Treasurer: Matt Moran
Sergeant at Arms: Marc Emeldi

Board of Directors:  
Three Year Terms 

Vote for Four

*Mark Amaro
*Rich Puppione
Randy Bodas
Gordon Bowman
Mike Covione
Freddi Moehl
Stefan Molnar
Patrick Scalise

* Incumbent



Mark Your 
Calendar

Our Cultural Heritage 
The Angerame Trip to Italy

Birthday Dinners, Roast Beef 
and Risotto

	 Nov 6 - Men Only
	 Nov 20 - Co-ed
Nov 8 - Women’s Auxiliary 

Polenta and Games Night
Nov 18 - Assembly Meeting & 

Dinner

Birthday Dinners, Spaghetti & 
Meatballs 
Dec 4 - Men Only

	 Dec 11 - Co-ed
Dec 6 - Women’s Auxiliary 

Anniversary Dinner
Dec 13 Children’s Christmas 

Party

Matthew Angerame took Italian in high school instead of Spanish, 
which had been an issue for him in middle school. His dad told him 

that if he could pull off straight A’s 
in Italian freshman year, he would 
take him to Italy.  After Matt 
earned straight A’s, his dad felt 
that he had to I make good on the 
bet.  With that the entire Angerame 
family was off to Milan, Florence, 
Venice, and Chris’s personal 
favorite, Rome. 

The family spent over a week eating fantastic food, seeing awesome sights and driving 
rental cars where they weren’t allowed.  In spite of the entire family being flu-stricken at 
some point during the duration of the trip, they had a great time.  Matthew was able to put 
his Italian to good use speaking Italian to people and making family memories. 

Please Consider Sponsoring 
the Club’s Newest Book on the 
Colombo Club
In January 2026, the club will publish a supplement to the 
100 Year History of the Colombo Club. This 8 1/2 x 11, 
110+ page book will be filled with a written update and 350+ 
color photos of the recent Colombo Club events. It is a must 
addition to your club 100 year history book. Read more on 
the flyer. The deadline for ads is September 30, 2025.



Colombo Club Online Ticket Sales and FAQs 
 

Rationale for the change  

This fall, the Club will transition to taking most reservations and payments for events online. No 
worries if you are not proficient in placing online orders. We will help anyone trying to make 
online payments. If this doesn’t work for you, then we will ask you to prepay for future events 
when you are at the Club or send in a payment. It’s important that we receive your payment prior 
to the event reservation cutoff date, or before the event is sold out  

Why are we changing the reservation process?  

The reasons for this change include:  

• Members have requested that we simplify the reservation process and also adopt 
technology that makes it easier to make reservations  

• Eliminating no shows from members that make reservations, but then they or their guests 
do not attend (“No-Shows”) which impact the Club negatively both financially as well as 
impacting our efficiency  

• Responding to members who prefer to pay with a credit card online  
• Reducing the administrative burden involved in managing reservations:  

o managing messages on our phone system  
o listening to phone messages  
o eliminating manually creating a reservation list  
o eliminating mistakes due to inaudible phone messages  
o providing receipts via email and acts as a confirmation of payment, and more.  

How to make a reservation:  

1. Go to the website – thecolomboclub.com  
2. Click on the “calendar of events” tab  
3. Find the event you want to purchase tickets for, click on it  
4. Add your ticket first, then click on “add to cart”. You can add more tickets after that  
5. Check out and pay  
6.  You will receive an email confirmation of your order  

 

Frequently Asked Questions:  

● I don’t have a credit card. 
○ We accept debit cards as well  

● Can I still call the Club and make a reservation? 
○ Yes, for September and October. After that, you can leave a message at the Club and someone 
will call you to assist with your online purchase.  



o Why is the Club changing to online reservations?  
o Each event we have a number of “No-Show” reservations. This costs the Club money as we 

buy food/supplies for the number of reservations our members make via our phone 
reservation system. Online reservations ensure that the Club is paid for all reservations made. 
Other private clubs have successfully used this method for years  

• What if I’m not comfortable using online technology? Am I not able to attend an event?  
o Absolutely not! We value you as a member and will continue to support all members 

attending any event that they choose to attend. The payment method that you choose will not 
impact your ability to make a reservation, but it will change some. You will need to prepay 
for the event so that the Club receives your payment before the cutoff date or before the 
event is sold out. So if you see an event that is important to you, please act immediately to 
get your reservation to the Club.  

 

●  What if I can’t make an online reservation?  
○ The Club benefits when you make your reservations online. This lowers our cost and also 
protects all members from having to pay for “no-shows”. If you cannot make an online 
reservation for an event, call our reservation hot line at (510) 653-9716 and leave a message.  

● When I make an online reservation, is the information that I provide secure?  
○ Yes. The Club does not store any of your personal information (name, credit card #, etc.) and 
our site uses the latest, industry-standard payment security.  

● What do I do if I try, but for some reason I am unable to complete an online reservation?  
○ We want to ensure that if you want to attend an event you are able to pay for and attend that 
event. If you have an issue when making an online reservation, please contact us via our website 
(https://www.thecolomboclub.com/contact/) and we will reach out to you to troubleshoot the 
issue or manage payment for the event. 

● What if I need to cancel my reservation, after I paid for my tickets? 
○ Just as before, tickets are fully refundable up to the Sunday before the event (if it’s a Birthday 
Dnner). We will provide cancellation dates for all events. Contact us via our website and ask for 
a refund.  

● Where do I find the Club events and how do I make an online reservation and pay for an 
event?  
○  On our website - thecolomboclub.com  
○  Our events are listed on the “Calendar of Events” page -  

https://www.thecolomboclub.com/Calendar-of-Events/  
 



CHAIRED BY: FRANCES BIENATI & LAURIE CASTELLCHAIRED BY: FRANCES BIENATI & LAURIE CASTELL

Saturday, November 8th, 2025
5 :00 5 :00 pm pm - - Cocktails and Games Cocktails and Games 

Enjoy Focaccia while playing Tombola and Cake WalkEnjoy Focaccia while playing Tombola and Cake Walk

6 :30 6 :30 pm pm - - Dinner Dinner 
Special Salad, Polenta , Chicken, Special Salad, Polenta , Chicken, 

Italian Sausage, Dessert, Wine & CoffeeItalian Sausage, Dessert, Wine & Coffee

Reservations: Reservations: 
Mary Pandolfo (510) 276-7681 Mary Pandolfo (510) 276-7681 

Make reservations by Saturday, November 1 , 2025Make reservations by Saturday, November 1 , 2025

Members/SpousesMembers/Spouses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $33 .00 $33.00 
GuestsGuests. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $38 .00 $38 .00 
Children 6-12Children 6-12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 16 .00 $16 .00 
Children 0-5Children 0-5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  FREEFREE

Cancellations: A $15 fee per ticket applies if you cancel within 3 days of the event. Cancellations: A $15 fee per ticket applies if you cancel within 3 days of the event. 
No-Shows: You will be charged the full ticket price if you do not attend the eventNo-Shows: You will be charged the full ticket price if you do not attend the event

Dress Attire: Business CasualDress Attire: Business Casual

Colombo Club, 5321 Claremont Ave., Oakland
Parking available at the DMV Lot across the streetParking available at the DMV Lot across the street

COLOMBO CLUB AUXILIARYCOLOMBO CLUB AUXILIARY
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